1
2

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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Contact: Nicolas Rossier

Executive Director SwissAm

212. 528. 0779
info@swisscinema.org
www.swisscinema.org

swisspeaksFESTIVAL

(www.swisspeaks.org)

presents

The Swiss American Film Festival 2003

(www.swisscinema.org)
at the Anthology Film Archives, New York City

April 25-27, 2003

The Swiss American Film Festival (SWISSAM)--Where Switzerland Meets New York

is a celebration of emerging Swiss filmmakers that will make its New York debut, from April 25-27, 2003, at the Anthology Film Archives. SWISSAM will bring together the American and Swiss film communities, providing a platform for an open exchange of ideas and promoting business opportunities across the Atlantic.

The festival will present 80 works, offering a balanced combination of short films, documentaries and animations from Swiss and American filmmakers, including several panels on subjects such as distribution, film financing and production in Switzerland. 

Guest filmmakers will include Albert Maysles (Salesmen), Peter Mettler (Gambling Gods and LSD), Richard Sandler (Gods of Time Square), Oscar-nominated Christian Frei (War Photographer) and the 2002 Emmy Award-winning producer Martina Stolbova with her last film “The Power of Good”. 

The Following winners of the 2003 Swiss Academy Awards will be presented: Animation: Nosferatu Tango, directed by Zoltan Horvath; Shorts: Swapped, directed by Pierre Monnard; and Documentary: Shepherds’ Journey into the Third Millennium, directed by Erich Langjahr. 

The SWISSAM program includes works from talented emerging filmmakers such as: Tous a Table, directed by Ursula Meier; Exit, directed by Benjamin Kempf; Pastry Pain & Politics, directed by Stina Werenfels; Tout est Bien, directed by Vincent Pluss; and Hotel Belgrade directed by Andrea Staka.

A series of seven Swiss documentaries revealing various dimensions of the “Swiss cultural landscape” will make their New York premiere at SWISSAM: Heidi Island by Laurence Stajic, Shepherds' Journey into the Third Millennium by Erich Langjahr, Chronique Vigneronne by Jacqueline Veuve, The Garden of Delights by Pierre Kalbfuss, Timeless by Dominique Perret, Bonne Conduite by Jean Stephane Bron, La Parade Notre Histoire by Lionel Baier, Une Suisse Rebelle, Anne Marie Schwarzenbach by Carole Bonstein and Pas les Flics pas les Blancs pas les Noirs by Ursula Meier. 

SWISSAM is proud to host the premiere of “Au Coeur du Defi”, a documentary by Nicolas Wadimoff, which tells the great story of the Alinghy team who won the 2003 America’s Cup, and the premiere of Martha Argerich, Evening Talks, an intimate documentary about the prominent pianist of Argentinean origin, Martha Argerich by Georges Gachot.


For more information please contact us at Info@Swisscinema.org, or call 212.528.3124. Visit our schedule online on www.swisscinema.org/programs 

Special Event Produced by Location: Switzerland and SWISSAM

The Film and TV Business Seminar 

Friday, April 25, 2003, 2-6 pm, Maya Deren Theater, Anthology Film Archives 

Whether you're a film or TV studio representative or an independent filmmaker, don't miss this film and TV business seminar.  Swiss entertainment lawyers, leading tax experts, and production company executives will be present.  Space is limited!  

Participants include Richard Pena from the Lincoln Center, Michelle Byrd from IFP New York, Irene Bignardi from the Locarno International Film Festival and Georges Luks from the “La Rose d’Or” festival and many more. RSVP today or contact André Guedel- for more information at Andre@Swisscinema.org or 212. 599. 5700 ext 1064

Additional SWISSAM features include:
Showdown on Your Brain: Film & Science Panel

Produced by SWISSAM. 

Friday, April 25, 5 pm, Court House Theater, Anthology Film Archives
Screening of the film The Tube (New York premiere), followed by a discussion with Swiss-American filmmaker Peter Entell and Professor Arthur J. Kover and Dr. Robert Kubey.  The electronic screen is everywhere.  For millions of people, it is the object we look at longer than any other on our planet.  How does the “tube” physically affect us and shape our way of thinking?  A panel of discussion lead by Peter Entell, director of The Tube, will tackle the question why TV exercises such power over us.  For more information, please contact Anne at info@swisscinema.org at 212. 528.3801 

Short Stuff: Distribution Panel
Produced by the Association of Independent Video and Filmmakers (aivf.org) and SWISSAM.
Saturday, April 26, 12:30-2:30 pm, Maya Deren Theater, Anthology Film Archives 
The panel will explore the possibilities for showing domestic and foreign shorts in traditional and alternative venues.  Alan Berliner will moderate the panel: - Gill Holland (Cineblast), Kelly Devine (IFC), Ryan Werner (Palm Pictures), Andrea Staka (Swiss filmmaker) and Rachel Melman (Microcinema International) will be participating. 

For more information please contact Sonia Malfa at Sonia@aivf.org or 212.807.1400 ext 235.

About the swisspeaksFESTIVAL

The swisspeaksFESTIVAL is a first-of-its-kind celebration of all things Swiss.  Since February 27, Switzerland is sharing its creative talents, diverse culture and pioneering spirit with the United States and commemorate the centuries-old relationship with its “Sister Republic.”  During the Festival, which lasts until the end of April, New York City and many of its premiere institutions are joining Swiss partners to host more than 100 events ranging from design exhibitions to avant-garde theater, from global investment seminars to cultural exchange programs and to plant the seeds for collaboration by future generations.  
-Detailed Film List-

US/No Borders
In Vienna They Put You in Jail by Cheryl Blaylock
Salesman by Albert Maysles
The Gods of Times Square by Richard Sandler
The Power of Good by Matej Minac
Above & Beneath by Rene Alberta
The Long and Short of It by Sean Astin
this is JOHN by Jay Duplass
Border by Annette Solakoglu
Strike by Mikal Portnoi Lazarev
The ErlKing by Ben Zelkowicz
The Freak by Aristomenis Tsirbas
From the 104th Floor by Serguei Bassine
Jon’s Day by Peter Ko
Natasha by Signe Baumane & Josh Rechnitz

Swiss Shorts
Ibiza by Bettina Oberli
Deux by Franz Joseph Holzer
Eventually There by Vinz Feller
The Cookie Thief by Korinna Sehringer
The Flasher from Grindelwald by Martin Guggisberg
Trivial Killer by Isabelle Vossart
Blush by Barbara Kulcsar
Exit by Benjamin Kempf
Château de sable by François Rossier
Einspruch II by Rolando Colla
Supernova by Bettina Oberli
Summertime by Ana Luif
Tous à table by Ursula Meier
Tout est bien by Vincent Pluss
La mort en exil by Ayten Mutlu Saray
Nuit de Noces by Olga Baillif
Sjeki Vatsch by Thomas Ott
Swapped by Pierre Monnard 
Max by Christian Davi
Murder They Said by Micha Györik
Bad Trip to Mars by Fulvio Bernasconi
Taxi Service by Elie Khalifé, Alexandre Monnier
Reines d’un jour by Pascal Magnin
Pastry, Pain & Politics by Stina Werenfels

Babami Hirsizlar Caldi by Esen Isik
Hell for Leather by Dominik Scherrer
Hotel Belgrad by Andrea Staka
Les Electrons libres by Frédéric Mermoud
Duel by Philippe Mach 
Week End Break by Jean Paul Cardinaux

Swiss Animations

La machine à écrire by Antoine Guex
Geranienfriede by Marcel Hobi
Luora by Carlo Piaget
Nosfératu Tango by Zoltán Horváth
Replay by Isabelle Favez
Grüezi by Jonas Raeber
Heidi by Alain Gsponer
La différence by Rita Küng
The Flood by Simon Piniel
La Jeune fille et les Nuages by Georges Schwizgebel
Greenfix by Christian Rittener and Muriel Tiberghien 
Le Petit Manchot Qui Voulait Une Glace by Samuel and Frederic Guillaume
Mobile by Gabriele Finzi

Swiss Documentaries

War Photographer by Christian Frei
The Tube by Peter Entell
On a clear day, Agnes Martin by Thomas Luechinger 
Martha Argerich, Evening Talks by Georges Gachot
Le Garcon s’appelait Apache by Stephane Goel 
Ricardo y Fidel by Christian Fei 
Juntos by Rapahelle Aellig & Norbert Wiedmer 
Christian Marclay by Luc Peter 
Big Mac Small World by Peter Guyer 
Gambling, Gods & LSD by Peter Mettler
Venus Boyz by Gabrielle Baur

-Swiss Cultural Landscape-

Heidi Island by Laurence Stajic 
Hirten Reise by Erich Langjahr 
Chronique Vigneronne by Jacqueline Veuve 
Le Jardin des Delices by Pierre Kalbfuss 
Timeless by Dominique Perret 
Bonne Conduite by Jean Stephane Bron 

Au Coeur du Defi by Nicolas Wadimoff
La Parade notre Histoire by Lionel Baier 
Une Suisse Rebelle, Anne Marie Schwarzenbach by Carole Bonstein 

Pas les Flics pas les Blancs pas les Noirs by Ursula Meier 



